


THE BIG SHELL

The elders tell us that in 1680 when the pueblos banded together and
the revolt came, they chased the Spaniards out of the country but the
Zunis killed one of their priests and took one of their priests up the
mountain with them. And then when DeVargas returned they fought
on the mountain side and there was a decisive battle because the
Zunis were on top and the Spanish were approaching the mountain
side and one of the things that happened was that the
Tsu tekkan ne, the Big Shell Society, were asked to blow the
conch shell, the Tsu lhan na, which pierced the hearts of the
agressors. Not literally in a sense of piercing with projectiles but
with a sound. In other words they weakened the “bravery” of the
people who were attacking the hillside and the day was won because
they were never taken off of the mountain. They allowed the
Spaniards to come up after a certain length of battle. And that was

...S0 it was always part of warfare that (the shell) was used. And
|t was neyer. used; out of curiosity....That's basically the last time it
was ever used bECause the society that owned the shell is now not in
existence.... Thérg's always a thing about dangerous material like
this because if you .don’t know the ritual, know the right prayer, the
right chants and use it, you do harm not only to yourself but to your
community and to the world at large and so usually what happens is
that they either destroy it or put it in the ground or put it in a rock
cave or where ever they want to put it to let it disintegrate into the
atmosphere. And then the knowledge of the use of the equipment, the
use of the shell and the knowledge concerning warfare is long
gone.And its dangerous, its a dangerous piece of equipment, its
almost like radioactive material.
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